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SUBJECT: THAI GOVERNMENTAL INTEREST IN HAND GRENADE 
PRODUCTION FACILITY 

1. EARLY LAST YEAR, ASCAST CORPORATION, P.O. BOX 98, CREEK 
ROAD, DELA CO, NEW JERSEY 08075, WAS ENGAGED IN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
FORMER RTG AUTHORITIES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT IN THAILAND OF A 
HAND GRENADE PLANT. THE TALKS WERE SUBSEQUENTLY DISCONTINUED 
WHEN SPECIFICS OF THE PROPOSAL WERE DETERMINED TO BE NOT FEASIBLE 
AND THE PROJECT WAS THEN SHELVED. 

2. A LOCAL EX-BUSINESSMAN, MR. THAMMA (THOMAS) PINSUKHANCHANA, 

KNOWN TO THE COMMERCIAL ATTACHE AS BEING RELIABLE AND RESPONSIBLE, 
HAS RECENTLY REQUESTED EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE IN REESTABLISHING 
CONTACT WITH ASCAST CORP., AGAIN WITH THE INTEREST OF FORMING A 
FACILITY FOR THE PRODUCTION OF HAND GRENADES. THOMAS EXPLAINS 
THAT HE HAS GONE INTO POLITICS, IS A MEMBER OF THE INCUMBENT 

CHAT THAI PARTY, AND HAS BEEN APPOINTED BY DEFENSE MINISTER 
PRAMARN ADIREKSARN AS ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF 
DEFENSE. HE SAID MINISTER PRAMARN HAD CHARGED HIM WITH 
REACTIVATING THE HAND GRENADE PRODUCTION PROJECT. 

3. THOMAS STATED THAT ALTHOUGH HE COULD CONTACT THE FIRM DIRECTLY, 

HE BELIEVED THAT CONTACT MADE THROUGH USG WOULD BE MORE MEANINGFUL 
IN CONVEYING TO ASCAST THE VALIDITY AND SINCERITY OF RTG INTEREST, 
ESPECIALLY SINCE ASCAST’S PREVIOUS CONTACT WITH THE RTG HAD BEEN 
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WAS A MIDDLEMAN UNSATISFACTORY TO THE PRESENT THAI GOVERNMENT. 

HOWEVER, HE WAS RELUCTANT TO ELABORATE. 

4. IF APPROPRIATE, DEPARTMENT IS REQUESTED TO CONTACT ASCAST CORP. 

AND ENCOURAGE THE COMPANY TO CONTACT MR. THAMMA PINSUKHANCHANA, 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY TO THE MINISTER OF DEFENSE, MINISTRY OF DEFENSE, 

BANGKOK, AND ADVISE EMBASSY OF ACTION TAKEN. 

WHITEHOUSE 
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